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and make frequent trips in the interests of his
historical investigations.

Though he was a faithful servant of his clients,
business and statistics never completely satisfied
him. Between 1862 and 1870 he wrote and pub-
lished, in English and in German, several libret-
tos for operas performed in Cincinnati: D. F, E.
Auber's La Muette de Portici; G. A. Lortzing's
Undine, and Der Wildschiitz; Carl M. von We-
ber's Oberon; The Interrupted Sacrifice, an
American opera, the scene of which was laid in
Peru; and Die Fehme im Froschreiche, a satiri-
cal farce with music by a local composer, Theo-
dore Wilmes, which was performed with acclaim
at a Cincinnati carnival in 1869, Rattermann
was also one of the founders in his city of Ger-
man singing societies such as the Sangerbund,
the Mannerchor, and the Orpheus, and for
twelve years he directed the choir of the Catho-
lic Church of St. John. His very active par-
ticipation in the promotion of vocal and instru-
mental music became less in the early seventies,
when his interest in historical investigations
grew. In 1874 Rattermann accepted the editor-
ship of the monthly historical journal Der
Deutsche Pionier, founded a few years previous-
ly. In his hands it became a mine of information
on the German pioneers and a most valuable
source for the history of the German element in
the United States. He continued the work
through the eighteenth volume and then pub-
lished a continuation in 1886-87 called Deutsch-
Amerikanisches Magazin. He spared neither
pains nor expense in getting access to family
documents, to court and land records, and to hid-
den archive materials. His work shows the in-
evitable faults of pioneer production, but he is at
his best in biographical sketches, the material be-
ing well sifted and drawn from his own recol-
lections.

Rattermann never aspired to political office,
though his political speeches sometimes furnished
material for campaign documents. He was in-
fluential in the nomination of Tilden at the con-
vention in St. Louis, and subsequently stumped
the state of Ohio for Tilden. Late in life he be-
gan to publish a selection of his works, Gesam-
melte Ausgewahlte Werke. He was his own
publisher, even his own type-setter, and with the
aid of his daughter, he would have accomplished
the task had not bad health and the delays of the
printers thwarted him. Twelve volumes of the
eighteen he had originally planned were pub-
lished between 1906 and 1914. When he wrote
verse Rattermann assumed the suggestive pseu-
donym, Hugo Reimmund, for very skilful rhym-
er he was, and from his inexhaustible mine he

Rau
occasionally brought forth a nugget of gold. A
volume of poems, N ord-Amerikanische Vbgelin
Liedern (1904), is dedicated to his friend, the
ornithologist, Henry Nehrling [q.v.], and is a
tribute to American birds.
His private library was that of a self-educated
scholar and very wide reader. It comprised
more than 7,000 volumes and a large number of
pamphlets, also files of newspapers, and was par-
ticularly rich in travel literature concerning colo-
nial North and South America, and in works on
the history of German settlers and pioneers from
the earliest times to the nineteenth century. A
group of friends bought the Rattermann library
and presented it to the University of Illinois in
1916, when the collector could no longer enjoy
the use of it himself. Rattermann lived to the
age of ninety-one. He was quite deaf and total-
ly blind during his last years, but never lost his
cheerful and serene spirit. He was twice mar-
ried, his first wife dying within a year after her
marriage. His second wife, Dorothea Miiller,
died in 1896. He was survived by four sons, two
daughters, and thirteen grandchildren.
[Julius Goebel, biog. sketch in Deutsches Bioff.
Jahrbuch, 1923 (1930); "Aus H. A, Rattermann's
Leben/' Deutsch-Amerik. Geschichtsblatter, 1918-19,
vols. XVIII, XIX (1920) ; Monatshefte fur deutsche
Sprache und Padagogik, yols. XVI (1905) ; Deutscher
Pioneer Verein von Cincinnati, Ohio. Vorstandsbericht
1922-23 (1924); Cincinnati Enquirer, Jan. 7, 1923.]
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RAU, CHARLES (i826-July 25, 1887), ar-
cheologist, museum curator, was born at Ver-
viers, Belgium. The details of his family and his
early life are lacking. His attainments show,
however, that he had the advantages of basic
training of the finest sort in languages and other
lines thought essential in the European curricu-
lum of the period. Attendance at the University
of Heidelberg is the sole clew to his advanced
education. It may be deduced from his subse-
quent development that he first became interested
in European archeology and thus formed the
basis of his work in the American field. In 1848
he sailed for America, arriving in New Orleans.
He subsequently secured a position as teacher of
languages at Belleville, 111., and later in New
York City. The study of American archeology,
which he had evidently begun under the stimulus
of his instruction at Heidelberg, was continued
in the United States. In 1863 he published An
Account of the aboriginal inhabitants of the Cali-
fornia peninsula, a translation of the investiga-
tions of Jacob Baegert North American Stone
Implements and Ancient Aboriginal Trade in
North America followed, being published in
1873 as part of the annual report of The Smith-
sonian Institution for 1872. In 1875 he was ap-